
                                        TOWNSHIP OF RICHFIELD  
                                 ROSCOMMON COUNTY, MICHIGAN  
                                                  BOAT HOUSE ORDINANCE  
                                                             Ordinance No. 63 
  
At a meeting of the Township Board of Richfield Township, Roscommon County, Michigan, held at 
the Richfield Township Hall on July 18, 2017, at 7:00 p.m., Township Board Member Trustee 
Huntley moved to introduce the following Ordinance for posting, publication and subsequent final 
adoption, which motion was seconded by Township Board Member Supervisor VanWormer:  

An Ordinance to maintain the physical, ecological, cultural, and aesthetic characteristics of canals 
and shorelines in the Township, to provide for reasonable regulations for boatlifts, hoists, watercraft 
shelters and related structures in the Township, and to promote the public health, safety and welfare 
of all persons making use of canals and shorelines within the Township.  

RICHFIELD TOWNSHIP, ROSCOMMON COUNTY, MICHIGAN HEREBY ORDAINS:  

SECTION 1: TITLE. This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the Richfield Township Boat House 
Ordinance.  

SECTION 2: DEFINITIONS. For the purpose of this Ordinance, certain terms are defined as 
follows:  

A. Boat House: A device for the purpose of mooring, anchoring, or holding a watercraft in, on, or 
above the water in a canal. The term Boat House shall include a boat lift, boat cradle, shore station, 
hoist, or similar structure or device.  

B. Canal: An artificial ditch or trench in the earth for conducting lake water to a defined channel.  

SECTION 3: PROHIBITED ACTIVITY. Unless otherwise Specified by this Ordinance, any Boat 
House placed in the waters of canals, lakes, rivers, and stream, extending from the shore or bottomlands 
from any property abutting, fronting, or located in the Township shall have all sides of covers, roofs or 
canopies open for a 3 foot line of sight from the highest point of the watercraft and or mooring covers. 
This shall not include Radar arches, tow arches. In addition, no Boat House shall be constructed in such a 
way, or of such materials, that the Boat House obscures, obstructs, or blocks the view of any watercraft 
operating within the canals of the Township so as to create a safety risk or otherwise unreasonably restrict 
another person’s reasonable use of the Township’s waterways.  

SECTION 4: PENALTY. A violation of this Ordinance is hereby deemed a municipal civil 
infraction.  

SECTION 5: SCHEDULE OF FINES: Violations of this Ordinance shall be assessed fines 
according to the following schedule: 

1) First Offense: $100.00 to $500.00.  
2) Second Offense: $200.00 to $750.00.  
3) Third Offense: $600.00 to $1000.00.  
4) Fourth and Additional Offenses: $1250.00 to $2500.00.  



The appropriate fine within each range shall be determined by the Township for cases involving an 
admission of responsibility, or by a court of competent jurisdiction in the event of a contested case. 
These fines shall be in addition to any costs, fees, or expenses otherwise authorized by law. Each day 
that a violation occurs shall be considered a separate offense. An offense beyond the first shall be 
deemed a subsequent offense and subject to the appropriate increased fine if committed by the same 
person within six (6) months of a previous violation of the Ordinance in which that person was found 
responsible for a violation for a violation through admission or adjudication.  

In the event the Township takes legal action against a property owner for violating this Ordinance, 
any appropriate fines, along with the Township’s attorney’s fees and other costs, shall be assessed 
against the property in violation as a lien enforceable as real property taxes and/or special 
assessments.  

SECTION 6: ADDITIONAL RELIEF. No provision of this Ordinance shall be deemed to limit the 
Township’s ability to seek other relief as provided by law, including, but not limited to equitable or 
injunctive relief.  

SECTION 7: ENFORCEMENT. This Ordinance shall be enforced and administered by the 
Township’s Code Enforcement Officer, or such other Township official as may be designated by the 
Township Board.  

SECTION 8: SEVERABILITY: The provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be 
severable, and if any part is declared invalid for any reason by a court of competent jurisdiction it 
shall not affect the remainder of the Ordinance, which shall continue in full force and effect.  

SECTION 9: EFFECTIVE DATE: This Ordinance shall take effect 30 days following publication 
or posting after final adoption by the Township Board.  

YEAS: Lacey, Huntley, Milner, VanWormer, Scott _  

NAYS: None  

ABSENT/ABSTAIN: None 
  
ORDINANCE DECLARED ADOPTED.  
July 18, 2017 
  
James VanWormer, Richfield Township Supervisor 


